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forward

HYMN WRITER NATALIE SLEETH WROTE,
“From our past will come our future,
what it holds, a mystery” And George
Santayana said, “Those who cannot
remember the past are condemned to
repeat it.”

Whether you use the carrot or the
stick approach to history, the Rev. Jack
Fay Robinson’s history of Immanuel
United Church of Christ is an insightful
look into one church’s past that does
indeed reveal both the struggle and the
growth of one congregation’s response
to “the cost and joy of discipleship, and

being God’s servants in the service
of others.”

The Reverend Dr. Elaine Eachus
Interim Pastor, 2002
Immanuel United Church of Christ
Streamwood, IL

FROM OUR PAST

will come our Future)

what it holds,
a Mystery



IMMANUEL CHURCH DATES FROM 1852.
The first step was taken on June 3 when
T H E F I R S T W.G. Hubbard donated five acres of land
“for the sole and
exclusive use of
h un d i d e ar S erecting a house
thereon for religious
worship and a burying
ground.” The second step was taken in
October when 13 farmers met to
organize a congregation and to plan the
building of a house of worship. The
name chosen was “Deutsche Vereinigte,
Evangelische Lutherische Immanuel’s
Gemeinde.” The first building was
completed in 1853 and served as church,
school and parsonage.
Only the name Immanuel, the
location of the building and the cemetery

have remained. Virtually everything else

Deutsche Vereinigte, Evangelische Lutherische fmm‘anuef’s Gemeinde (I. to r.) German school, parsonage and church building.
Circa 1879




Immanuel Church's cemetery, The first burial was
approximately 1854,

has changed. Its denomination has
changed from Evangelical to Evangelical
and Reformed and now to United
Church of Christ. A new church building
was dedicated on February 3, 1868, and
serves as the focus of worship yet today.
A new schoolhouse was built in 1879. In
April 1926 it was decided to hold an
English service the first Sunday of each
month. In 1931 the carbide lighting
system was replaced by electricity. Two
vears later a tornado required the
replacement of the church steeple and a
basement was built under the church.
The pages that follow will tell the story
of how one church has changed from a
small group of German immigrant
farmers to a modern suburban church
with people from many backgrounds
and numerous occupations.

The earliest settlers in the region
were largely from New York and
New England. After 1848 German
immigrants came in large numbers,
most of them from the Kingdom of

Hanover. The 100th Anniversary

booklet reports the immigration
like this, “The desire to immigrate to
America, the land of fabulous wealth and
opportunity, prompted many German
people for whom the prospect of success
was not too promising, to leave their
homeland and cross the ocean in search
of a better land. Many of the immigrants
who settled in Hanover Township came
from the province of Hanover, Germany.”

The situation in Germany at that
time puts a more complicated light on
the subject of German immigration.
The effort to form a United Germany
was almost certainly a factor in the move
across the Atlantic. The Kingdom of
Hanover was one of the German states
that did not enter the Custom Union
in 1834. Hanover was also one of the
German states that dissented from the
union proposed in 1849. One of the
results (stated by J.H. Hayes in The
Political History of Modern Europe,
Vol. 2, p. 141) was, “Their dream of a
united Germany shattered, many of the
revolutionaries emigrated to the republic
across the Atlantic — the United States,
a republic they were called to defend
from disintegration.”

Apparently this was not as happy
a decision as the settlers had hoped.
The 100th Anniversary booklet reports,
“They were sadly disappointed, their
souls sorely tried. Homesickness gnawed
every man’s heart. If money for a return
fare had been available, and if pride had
permitted it, many would have left on
the next train east to recross the ocean.

But they had to stay.”




The 75-Year history pointed out that
the first records of the congregation
were lost, Actually, they seem to have
been destroyed by a pastor, for reasons
not recorded. However, it is clear that
the roads were very bad, and in bad
weather it was nearly impossible to get
from one place to another, The 100th
Anniversary account tells of the daily
problems of those early years, “For a
surplus of products they were dependent
upon Chicago. The roads to that ity were
neither paved or graveled. . .the vehicles
mostly drawn by oxen, how, tormented
by thirst, these unmanageable beasts
would turn from the road to the water
puddles in the swamps and mire the
load. This necessitated the unloading
and reloading of the products under
unfavorable conditions as often as 15
times before Chicago could be reached.
To make matters worse, the proceeds
from the products were miserably small”
Life was like that when Immanuel
Church started on its mission.

According to the Centennial booklet,
the nearest church was in Schaumburg,
The roads to there were often impassible
and you might have to walk around
the swamp and make the way twice
as long.

The first building, which served
as church, school and parsonage, was
completed in 1853. The Diamond Jubilee
booklet of 1927 states that the marriage
of Ludwig Oltendorf and Dorothea Freise
was performed in the new building on
April 3, 1853. In the church records

laccording to the booklet of 1927) the

The first bride of Immanuel was Mrs. Ludwig
Oltendorf (nee, Dorothea Freise) great, great
grandmother of Florence Lamprecht Dieckhoff,
The marriage took place on April 3, 1853.

first wedding was October 4, 1854, when
Karl Rinne and Johanna Leiseberg were
married. Perhaps the church was so
new in April 1853 that it did not yet
record its marriages.

There were 11 pastors in Immanuel
Church’s first fifty years. The first was
Pastor Snell from Plum Grove who stayed
a very short time, and was followed
by Pastor C. Bofinger who served less
than three years (1854-1857), but the
membership grew to 40 members. After
an initial loss of membership under
Pastor Reinicke (1857-1866), he took
in 20 new members on April 1, 1860.
The next pastor was Gotthelf Lambrecht
(1866-1870), a seminary student who,
on request of the church, was called as
pastor, a position he held until he was
called to St. Peter’s Church in Chicago
in 1870. The church grew a great deal
and on February 3, 1868, a new church
building was dedicated. The cost of

building the new church was $5,346 and




is the sanctuary where the congregation
worships today.

The 100th Anniversary booklet
described the pastorate of Rev. F. Boeber
(1873-1877), who followed 2+ years of
Rev. J. Schumm’s (1870-1873), as “rather
turbulent.” The situation was so stormy
that his resignation was followed by
“considerable changes in the constitution.”
One illustration of “the turbulence” can

be seen in the disappearance of the first
30 pages of the church secretary’s records.
A more peaceful atmosphere returned
to the church during the pastorate of
Rev. F. Rasche (1877-1880). The revised
constitution was eventually signed by
71 members. A new schoolhouse was
built in 1879. The original building
from 1853, which had served as church,
schoolhouse and parsonage, was

The organ attributed to Emil Witzmann. Dedicated in October 1888.



remodeled and used exclusively as a
parsonage. During the pastorate of
Rev. Paul Foerster (1885-1890) the
reed organ was replaced by a new pipe
organ that cost $950.

A special meeting of the members
was held on October 15, 1888, to see
and hear the new organ. The record,
translated from the German, states,
“...the organ is of good design. For the
price, I couldn’t expect that good of
workmanship... The organ was outfitted
nice for that price.” In 1982 Berghaus
Organ Co. of Bellwood, Illinois rebuilt
the organ and found no clues as to its
original builder.

In 1897, Rev. J. H. Fllerbrake began
what was the longest pastorate in
Immanuel Church’s first hundred years.
During those years, a new parsonage
was built in 1898 at the cost of $1,759.08,
and the old parsonage was sold for $35.
A hot water heating plant was installed
in the parsonage in 1912. After serving
Immanuel Church for 16 years, Pastor
Ellerbrake accepted a call to St. John's
Church, Arlington Heights. He returned
to Immanuel in 1934, for another
7-year pastorate.

During the pastorate of Rev, A. Voight
(1913-1919) a water system was installed
for the cemetery and carbide lights were
placed in the church, parsonage and
schoolhouse. He held the first confirmation
service in English. In November 1919,
he had a serious operation and died.

Several events important to the

members took place during the pastorate

of Rev. William Meyer (1920-1934),
Some changes were made in the
parsonage and all buildings were
painted. An important experience in the
life of the church came in 1921 when
Immanuel was host for the spring
meeting of the North Illinois Synod.
Armin Meyer, the pastor’s oldest son,
Wwas commissioned as a missionary to
India in 1921, and in 1926 Karl Meyer
was ordained in the church.

In April 1926, it was decided to hold
a service in English the first Sunday
of every month. According to the 1927
booklet, “It must also be mentioned
as a decisive point in the life of the
congregation, that since 1926 the service
of the first Sunday in each month are
conducted in the American language.”

In 1927 the church celebrated its
75th Anniversary. The walls and ceiling
were covered with tin and the interior
was decorated. It cost $2,600. The
Diamond Jubilee was observed in three
services on October 23, 1927.

The 75th Anniversary booklet states
the church’s benevolent gifts have been
recorded since 1881. Some of the major
gifts (up to 1927) included:

* Building first Orphan’s Home in

Bensenville — $489.00 (1894)

* Building of Irion Hall in

Elmhurst — $232.00 (1911)

* Forward Movement in

the Synod — $850.00 (1921)

* For the new Eden Seminary —

$756.00 (1924).

The last year of Pastor Meyer’s pastorate




was marked by a major disaster, On
July 2, 1933, a tornado struck the area,
The church steeple was so seriously
damaged that it had to be replaced by
anew one. A basement was also built
under the church at that time,

During the second pastorate of
Rev. Ellerbrake, young people’s
organizations received his attention.
In 1935 the Young People’s League
presented the congregation with an
individual communion set. Their
income for 1938 was given as $294.23.
The treasury had $73.57. By 1941 the
youth group provided ushers, and it was
decided that girls should usher, too,
Gifts were made to those serving in the
armed forces. In March 1943 they voted
to pay $7 for new collection plates, the
same year the youth suggested they
“have a little more activity.”

e i

In March 1939 Pastor Ellerbrake was
instrumental in organizing the Hanover
Young People’s League. There were 13
members and 1 visitor present. Ellerbrake
spoke on the history of foreign missions
in our church. He continued to be the
leader of the devotionals and after a
number of months he asked for a vote as
to whether he should continue to conduct
the devotions. They voted to have him
continue. In June they voted to join the
Arlington Heights Soft Ball League.

Several important changes took place
during the pastorate of Rev, R. Nienkamp
(1942-44). The constitution was revised
and printed in English. In 1943 St. John’s
Church of Plum Grove was no longer
able to support a minister, Sharing the

ministry solved the problem. Nienkamp
served both churches until July 1944
when he left for California.

Early 1920's. Laura Schuler, Selma Tatge, Elaine Schuler, Mildred Lamprecht, Tillie Harz, Emsie Heine,
Carrie Volkening, Lydia Werner and Alvina Bierman




